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THE BOLD AND THE BEAUTIFUL — Most of the Valley legislative delegation, along with
McAllen Mayor Richard Cortéz, surprised Rep. Verdnica Gonzdles, D-McAllen, by congratular-
ing her on her birthday in McAllen on Tuesday, June 19. The lawmakers, who were featured
speakers during a legislative wrap-up luncheon sponsored by the McAllen Chamber of Com-
merce, along with Cortéz and a full house in the audience, sang Happy Birthday to Gonzdles,
who is the first woman state representative in the history of Hidalgo County. Pictured, Sfrom left,
are Sen. Eddie Lucio, Jr., D-Brownsville; Rep. Aaron Peiia, D-Edinburg; Rep. Armando “Mando”
Martinez, D-Weslaco; Cortéz; Rep. Ismael “Kino” Flores, D-Palmview; Gonzdles, whose legisla-
tive district includes southwest Edinburg; Sen. Juan “Chuy” Hinojosa, D-McAllen; and Rep.
Ryan Guillen, D-Rio Grande City.



