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Rep. Gonzales, Rep. Peiia,
Sen. Lucio weigh in on
Gov. Perry’s border plan

Three Hidalgo County legislators have mixed
reactions to a three-part, $125 million plan by Gov.
Rick Perry that would authorize more border security
funding, including providing more money for border
law enforcement duties and placing hundreds of video
surveillance cameras to spot illegal activities along the
1,200-mile Texas-Mexico border.

State Sen. Eddie Lucio, Jr., D-Brownsville, Rep.
Veronica Gonziles, D-McAllen, and Rep.Aaron Pefia, Jr.,
D-Edinburg, support the need for increased border
security. But they differed with the Republican gover-
nor on how to implement the strategies, and they
expressed doubts that the state funds used for what
they perceived to be a federal responsibility — border
security — would ever be repaid by the federal
government. '

On Thursday, June |, Perry announced a new, three-
part plan he said will help Texas fill gaps in border
security left by inadequate federal funding and action.
Perry said Texas would soon provide funding for law
enforcement, seek a long-term financial commitment
from the Texas Legislature to support border security
operations, and create a virtual border watch program.

See BORDER, page 5







